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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 2724 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, IS, XF 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON NEW ISRAELI 
SETTLEMENTS 

REF: A) STATE 200523 B) CAIRO 141 16 

1 . WE BRIEFED EGYPTIAN POLITICAL COUNSELOR HAGGAG AUGUST 24 
REGARDING OUR OPPOSITION TO HOLDING A SECURITY COUNCIL 
MEETING ON THE MIDDLE EAST AT THIS TIME. HAGGAG RESPONDED 
THAT EGYPT IS NOT IN FAVOR OF A SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE 

ON THE LATEST ISRAELI GOVERNMENT DECISIONS AND THAT SYRIA 
ALSO IS HOLDING BACK FOR THE TIME BEING. HOWEVER, HE CON- 
TINUED, THE ARAB GROUP REMAINS DIVIDED ON THIS QUESTION. 

HE ANTICIPATED THAT THE ARAB GROUP WOULD MEET IN NEW YORK 
IN THE FIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER AFTER THE RETURN OF A NUMBER 
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OF ARAB DELEGATES FROM THE LAGOS ANTI-APARTHEID 
CONFERENCE. THE QUESTION OF A SECURITY COUNCIL 
DEBATE WOULD ALSO BE DISCUSSED BY THE ARAB LEAGUE 
COUNCIL IN CAIRO ON SEPTEMBER 3. 

2. WE NOTE (REFTEL B) THAT EGYPT HAS DECIDED TO 
INSCRIBE ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ISSUE ON UNGA AGENDA. 
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WHILE THIS MAY REDUCE PRESSURES FROM PLO AND RADICAL 
ARAB STATES FOR UNSC DEBAE, SOME MOVE FOR SECURITY 
COUNCIL ACTION REMAINS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY. HAGGAG 
EMPHASIZED, AS HE DID IN DISCUSSION LAST WEEK, THAT 
ARABS ARE CHAFFING AT LACK OF EFFECTIVE US RESPONSE 
TO BLOCK ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ACTIVITIES, WITH CONTINUING 
CRITICISM FROM RADICALS AGAINST EGYPT FOR NOT TAKING A 
STRONGER LINE. 

3. ISRAELI UN MISSOFF LAMDAN HAS TOLD US THAT, ON 
BASIS OF HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARIAT AND WESTERN 
SOURCES, THE ISRAELI MISSION ALSO REGARDS THE ARAB 
POSITION ON A SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE NEXT MONTH AS 
STILL UNDECIDED - PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF THE PRESENCE OF 
ARAB DELEGATES, INCLUDING PLO OBSERVER TERZI, IN LAGOS. 
LAMDAN TOLD US THAT THE PALESTINE COMMITTEE TASK 
FORCE, IN A MEETING AUGUST 23, HAD DECIDED TO CONSIDER 
THE POSSIBILITY OF A SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING SOME 
TIME AFTER SEPTEMBER 15. ISRAELI MISSION BELIEVES ARAB 
GROUP MAY CONSIDER UNSC DEBATE ON ONE OR MORE OF 
FOLLOWING ISSUES: (A) ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY; 

(B) IMPLEMENTATION OF REPORT OF THE PALESTINE 
COMMITTEE; AND (C) REFORMULATION OF UNSC RES 242 TO 
EXPRESS NEED FOR POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE PALESTINIAN 
PROBLEM. 
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